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Buck went his maternal antecedents made him a member of the
clan. He was not considered an outsider, and consequently he
could learn things which would for ever remain hidden from
even the best-intentioned and best-equipped field-workers of
European stock. At the same time, his European training made
it possible for htm to sift and classify all this information which
he obtained by the family approach, and to know how much
must be deducted on account of racial pride, faulty memory, or
the desire to please the stranger. For these poor Polynesians,
until exposed to the influence of the whaler, the trader, and the
missionary, were a people endowed with a most delicate sense
of courtesy. They did not consider it good form to contradict a
stranger. If the visitor from afar said, " Oh, that beautiful statue
must be at least a thousand years old! " one bowed politely from
the waist down and answered, " Your venerable worship, it is
exactly a thousand years old." It made no difference that one
had been present as a child when the village sculptor hacked this
deity out of a piece of local sandstone. The foreign visitor be-
lieved it to be a thousand years old, and so it was a thousand years
old.

There was only one way in which one could arrive at an
approximation of the truth. This was to collect all the avail-
able evidence, collate and compare the different items, and then,
by carefully gauging tfic local sense of civility, reach a final
conclusion that seemed to make sense. No ordinary White Man
could ever hope to do this. He would soon be exasperated by all
tbe conflicting statements he heard, and would denounce the
poor heathen as incorrigible liars. The heathen would resent this
reflection upon their surely praiseworthy * desire to please,' and
thereafter would never again open their mouths, except to tell
tbe s*ttpid foreigner some cock-and-bull story which they were
sure he would swallow if only they made it preposterous enough.
Hence tuch delightful yarns as that one about the famous cala-
baih which tfee Hawaiian navigators were said to have used as
tcfoc aort of primitive jcxtant while finding their way across the